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that time. He shows, too, how the ancient world, the world of Greek and Roman civilisation, ended with Marcus Aurelius in 180. By that time the Christian Church was fully constituted and able to live with its own life. Its annals after this period belong to ecclesiastical historians, while he considered his work to be simply the analysis of the successive transformations by which the germ deposited in the world by Jesus grew into a complete organism, an organism of which the history could be written with no great difficulty. " I thank," he said, "Infinite Goodness for having given me the time and zeal necessary to accomplish my difficult programme" ; and then for the first time publicly announced that he intended to recount the History of Israel as an introduction to the Origines, the great work of his life. If he had determined to be strictly logical he would have begun with the most dim Semitic antiquity ; but, as he said later, he was impatient to finish the most difficult and essential part of his task. Christianity, of course, really first dawned in the eighth century before Christ, when the prophet Isaiah, standing outside the ranks of the priesthood, dared to say: " Bring no more vain oblations ; the new moons and Sabbaths I cannot away with: Cease to do evil; learn to do well.".
